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THE  DEATH  OF  SAINTS  PRECIOUS. 

116  Psalm,  15. 

^^  JPrepious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of 
his  Saint s.^^ 

DEATH,  s«en  every  moment  at  its  dread- 
ful work  in  every  part  of  our  world,  necessarily 
forces  itself  upon  our  thoughts,  and  forms  a  fre- 
quent topick  of  conversation.  Time,  as  it  moves 
on  in  its  irresistible  march,  suffers  nothing  to  re^ 
main  long  at  rest  among  mortals.  When  things 
around  us  seem  to  promise  something  permanent 
and  peaceful,  soon  some  cruel  ckunge  reverses 
the  fair  scene  ;  and  the  morning  which  exhibited 
not  a  cloud  thickens  into  threatening  darkness 
and  frightful  storms  with  ruins  in  their  train. 

A  large  portion  of  our  country  has,  of  late, 
been  made  Jamiliar  with  the  scenes  of  death. 
Our  eyes,  ours  ears,  all  our  senses  have  been  oc- 
cupied with  the  melancholy  subject.  It  has  em- 
ployed much  of  the  conversation,  as  well  as  car- 
ried distresses  into  the  hearts,  of  every  class  of 
men.  Seldom,  has  the  destroyer  made  such  rav- 
ages. Multitudes  have  been  sent  to  their  long 
home,  and  the  mourners  have  crowded  the  streets. 
It  was  not  a  common  epidemick,  not  the  pesti- 
lence in  its  usual  form,  but  every  whtre  was  ter- 
xour,  and  paleness,  and  dissolution. 

The   scene  of  distress  and  ruin  was  not  less 
sorprising  by  its  novelty.     So  high  a  latitude   as' 
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piirs  had  been  deemed  favourable  to  health.  Th^ 
coldness  of  our  winters,  however  severe,  had  been 
found  conducive  to  the  purity  of  the  atmosphcreg 
seizing  the  noxious  garticlesj  and  destro3dng  the 
piaterials  by  which  disease  is  nourished.  Nature 
seemed  now  to  be.  taking  a  new  course  ;  and  the 
chil!  of  climate  appeared  to  be  nearly  allied  to  the 
cold  touch  of  death.  Experience  was  left  tQ 
doubts  ;  and  skill,  not  able  to  command  its  usual 
success,  asked  for  time  to  search  out  new  renfe- 
dies  for  new  cases.  The  power  of  disease,  how- 
ever, did  not  wait  for  the  tardy  operations  of  hu- 
man ingenuity.  Between  apparent  health  and 
dangerou?i  illness  there  was  but  a  moment,  be- 
tween these  and  the  grave  but  a  step,  Often^ 
the  first  notice  of  the  approach  of  disease  was  «t 
the  time  when  men  found  themselves  dying.  In- 
stead of  a  deliberate  opportunity  for  being  pre- 
pared to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God,  they 
tound  themselves  already  summoned  before  the 
dread  tribunal  of  account.  Nor  did  age,  or  sex,; 
or  condiljon  afrbrd  .any  exemption  from  the  fatal 
arrest.  Or,  if  any  distinction  appeared,  heads  of 
families  and  parents  were  oftener  called  to  an- 
swer, how  they  b.ad  acted  the  priest  in  their  fam- 
ilies. ^Mu.l  1.0  what  degree  they  had  hf-f^rx  ^p.Hhful 
in  ,  which  iayolyed  the  endle^,^  -y   or 

ruin  of  many  immortal  spirits.  In  numerous  in« 
stanccfc;,  husbands  J^v^.-  x\ -.-r-c,  r.«ii-r,'re.^  i-n-the  sipht 
of  each  other.     W  ":i  rot  di- 

vided  in  their  deaihsj  j.^k  ■  ''     '  ' 

gether  to  the   world   of  ^j.,    ....  /  .1. 

infant  lips  scarcely  formed  to  arf  -.   i  -.oi  - 

rows,  but  with  hearts  tender  enough  to  leel  tlieni, 
hriYC  6^'eii  multiplied,  giving  asnpie  eniployment 


to  divine  charitf.  Scarcely  too  could  friends 
return  from  the  dreary  grave,  before  a  fresh  vic- 
tim was  ready  for  another  solemn  visit  there. 

In  such  a  havock  of  our  race,  it  is  not  easy 
to  discover  the  7iumbers  of  the  fallen.  The  lamps 
in  the  chambers  of  the  sick  seemed  to  illuminate 
whole  houses.  Few  families  ^re  to  be  seen  not 
clothed  in  the  dress  of  mourning.  The  time  predic- 
ted seemed  to  have  come,  when  God  was  about  ta 
**  thin  the  inhabitants  of  the  earthP  A  large  extent 
of  territory  became  a  scene  of  devastation.  V/ith- 
in  the  short  period  of  three  months,  more  than 
one  fortieth  part  of  the  whole  population  of  some 
towns  was  swept  away.  The  same  virulence  of 
disease  continued  would  have  consigned  over  to 
the  grave  about  one  person  out  of  teoj  amounting; 
to  more  than  twenty  thousand  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  within  the  period  of  one  year. 

Nor  has  this  part  of  the  world  been  the  only 
seat  of  suffering  and  dissolution.  Our  sister 
States  have  not  been  spared.  The  king  of  ter- 
rours  has  es^tended  a  v/ide  dominion  oyer  mor- 
tals. While  the  pestilence  has  been  engaged  in 
his  dreadful  ivork,  the  sword  has  also  consum- 
ed hundreds  of  thousands.  On  the  European 
Continentj  whole  armies,  scarcely  equaled  in 
numbers  since  the  days  of  Xcrxesj^have  dwindled 
away  before  the  ravages  of  war  and  v/ant,  the 
pestilence  and  the  sword.  The  harvest  of  the 
world  seemed  ripe,  while  the  angel  of  death  was 
putting  in  his  sharp  sickle,  in  order  to  reap  it. 

While  Egypt  felt  its  plagues  lit  dnadful  suc- 
cession,, when  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  avengei^ 
of  wrongs  Vv'as  visible  in  them,  we  arc  astonishedg 
Slui?  they  were  nc-^  ro-^vtvced  and  leJoifriecL    But 


God's  judgments  now  are  not  less  evident,  not 
men  less  hardened.  Men  pass  down  the  bourn 
of  time,  thoughtless  as  ever.  Sickness  seizes 
the  body,  and  a  return  to  health  leaves  the  spared 
victim  in  no  wise  religiously  afFeeted.  As  soon 
as  he  rises  from  the  bed  of  lanquishment,  he  flies 
to  the  vanities  of  the  world  seemingly  with  an 
increased  appetite  for  them.  Men  convey  their 
friends  to  the  grave,  but  hasten  back  to  smile  and 
to  be  sellish,  to  amuse  and  to  be  amused,  with  a 
relish  as  keen  as  ever;  No  where  is  there  much 
apparent  sensibility  to  the  hand  of  God,  though 
it  touch  them  in  the  most  tender  part.  The  minds 
of  men  are  not  moved,  as  reason  would  have  ex- 
pected. No  where  has  reformation  begun  and 
completed  its  work.  Has  stupidity  commenced 
ks  leaden  reign  ?  Or  has  religious  feeling  become 
extinct  ?  Or  is  divine  justice,  already  awakened, 
about  to  effect  what  mercy  could  not  achieve  ? 

But  there  is  hope  ;  there  is  consolation.  He, 
%vho  permits  the  tempest  to  rise,  rides  upon  the 
whirlwind  and  directs  the  storm.  The  plan  of 
God  is  still  going  into  execution.  His  great  pur- 
poses are  attained  as  well  by  the  anguish  of  sick- 
ness as  by  the  vigour  otiicalth ;  as  well  by  death 
as  by  life ;  and  not  less  by  a  world  in  commotion 
than  when  its  tumults  are  hushed  into  peace.  A 
brighter  day  will  break  from  behind  these  por- 
tentous clouds,  and  throw  new  lustre  on  the  plan 
of  God.  Extremes  are  not  of  long  duration  ;  and 
the  moral  v/orld,  frightened  by  its  own  excesses 
of  depravity,  may  the  sooner  learn  righteousness ; 
as  the  ocean,  tossed  v/ith  the  wildest  agitations, 
may  soon  subside  into  its  wanted  calm. 

In.  tb-  '-p^^v  tim€;  the ^o(?c/man  remains UDhurt 


imidst  the  ruins  around  iiim.  Sickness  and  triafe 
serve  only  to  improve  the  gracious  affections  of 
Ms  heart.  In  every  event,  he  sees  the  hand  of 
an  all  directing  God^  and  this  comforts  him.  If 
saints  bow  their  heads  in  death,  still  God  intends 
2t  for  their  good.  Religion  longs  for  greater  per- 
fection, and  can  find  it  or\ly  in  God,  to  whom 
death  is  about  to  dismiss  the  christian.  Piety  cm 
still  sing  the  song  of  triumph,  saying,  <^'  pre- 
cious in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
saints.'' 

Almost  every  word  in  this  proposition  is  fuH 
of  sentiments  interesting  and  inipressive.     About 
soon  to  die,  it  is  all  important  to  ascertain,  whether 
your  death  would  be  precious  in  the  sight  of  that 
Godjbefore  whom  j^ou  are  to  appear,.     We  eannot 
suppose,  that  all  men  are  prepared  for  an  event  so 
particularly  solemnj  and  for  consequences  which 
are  to  be  everlasting.     Take  the  world  as  it  is, 
immersed  in  sin  and  selfishness,  and  no  where 
do  we  find  men  to  be  what  the  gospel  of  the  bles- 
sed Saviour  requires.     No  where  on  earth  is  to  be 
seen  much  of  the    image  of  heaven.    Instead  of 
the  thoughts  rising  up  to  the  great  things  of  eter« 
nity,  they  sink  down  to  the  meanest  trifles  of  time, 
if  good  resolutions  are  sometimes  drawn,  they  are 
oftcner  overcome  with  the  first  temptation  which 
offers  its^clf.     In  full  pursuit  after  fame  and  for- 
tune, but  few  are  heard  to  enquire  for  religion 
and  salvation.     Men  have  hearts  harder  tlian  the 
ice,  and  colder  than  the  climate,  which  has  given 
so  many  bodies  to  the  pitylcss  grave.     Thought- 
less of  God,  disinclined  to  serious  tblngsj  in  rap- 
tures with  worldly  interests,  but  careless  of  ce- 
lestial treasures,  mankind  have  not  hearts  to  rel- 
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fsh  the  business  of  the  blessed  and  the  glory  of 
heaven,  could  they  be  admitted  there. 

It  is  not  then  ever^  deaths  which  is  precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  One,  whose  whole  life 
has  been  mispent,  whose  heart  is  full  of  every 
thing  but  what  it  ought  to  be,  cannot  expect  to 
arrive  at  such  s  happy  close.  A  career  in  errours' 
will  not  end  in  truth  ;  and  vices  in  endless  suc- 
cession can  terminate  in  nothing  but  gnilt  and 
wretchedness.  It  is  not  doubtful,  then,  whose 
death  will  be  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord» 
The  word  of  God,  as  w^eli  as  tlie  voice  of  reason 
and  the  verdict  of  conscience,  limits  this  blessedo 
ncss  to  the  Saints  of  God.  It  is  important  then 
to  ascertain  the  character  of  Saints.  The  ^rst 
signification  is,  they. are  holy^  or  SwnnctiOcd  per- 
^or\s^  not  barely  in  look,  in  outward  appearance, 
hut  also  in  heart,  in  motive,  in  every  act. 

The  world  is  divided  into  tzuo  classes  of  "men, 
r^nints  and  sinners,  in  one  of  which  every  indiyid- 
^jal  of  the  human  race  is  comprehended.  Sinners 
indeed  hat>e  diiFerent  degrees  of  depravity,  while 
the  {general  traits  of  vice  are  to  be  seen  in  all.  In 
such  minds,  inclination  is  the  rule  of  action,  and 
present  gratification  is  the  niain  object.  The 
Voice  of  reason  is  not  suffered  to  be  heard,  and 
conscience  is  to  them  a  troublesome  guest.  Such 
would  Vv'ish  to  compel  the  whole  workl  to  bend 
to  their  selSsh  views  ;  and  they  love  universal 
being  merely  as  it  subserves  their  particular  in- 
terest, f  ^^J  ^^^k  of  popiilar  influence)  power  and 
aggrandisement  as  the  supreme  good.  Full  of 
self,  they  feel  nothing  but  what  relates  to  them- 
selves ;  while  they  can  forgive  no  wrong  done 
hy  others.     Worms  of  the  dust  talk  of  revenge^ 


can  receive  no  satisfaction  for  an  affrontj  and  would 
trample  an  enemy  beneath  their  feet.  Their  ca- 
reer through  the  world  is  known  by  bustle  and 
pride,  noi^e  and  confusion.  Real  enjoyment  flies 
before  such  a^i  they  pursue  it.  As  in  life  they 
never  had  any  serious  thoughts  of  heaven,  so  in 
death  they  have  no  hope  of  sharing  its  glories. 

The  saints  of  God  form  a  class  the  very  con- 
trast of  this.  Thev  are  holy.  The  spirit  of  the 
Deity  took  possession  of  their  hearts,  in  order  to 
mould  their  souls  into  the  image  of  himself.  They 
arc  full  of  the  temper  and  purity  of  the  heaven, 
for  which  they  are  formed.  No  unkallowed  feel- 
ing is  allowed ;  and  a  wrong  is  no  sooner  per- 
ceived  than  amended.  Such  a  soul  is  the  seat 
of  gospel  virtues,  a  soil  in  which  they  flourish, 
and  whence  they  are,  when  fit,  transplanted  to  a 
better  region.  Such  are  distinguished  among 
men  by  their  benevolence,  humility  and  charity. 
Every  hour  the  soul  renewed  rises  to  God  as  the 
centre  of  attraction  ;  and  the  anchor  of  christian 
hope  fastens  more  deeply  into  heavenly  ground. 
Faith,  discerning  future  realitiesj,  becomes  purified 
at  the  sight,  while  love  aspires  to  him,  who  is  all 
in  all.  Resignation  smiles  at  afflictions,  persua* 
ded  that  they  are  God's  ordination.  Death  is  a 
welcome  messenger  to  the  christian,  because  it  is 
the  mean  of  conveying  him  to  all  he  admires  and 
loves.  Gladly  he  leaves  a  world,  whose  best  com« 
forts  are  imperfect,  whose  most  durable  joys  are 
momentary,  and  whose  best  gifts  are  perishing. 

But  even  saints  attain  no  absolute  perfeetion 

in  time.     This  is  reserved  to  be  the  pleasing  work 

of  eternity.     They  aim  here  at  perfection,  rather 

^an  arrive  at  it.     Every  effort  is  effectual^  since 
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it  produces  excellence  of  some  kind.  Every  da^* 
gives  ihem  a  slow  but  certain  victory  over  their 
spiritual  enemies.  In  heaven  only,  their  hopes 
will  be  realized.  There,  no  unsanctified  heart 
ever  beats,  no  unhallowed  desire  ever  moves,  no 
sin  ever  pollutes  their  offerings  to  God.  Not  long, 
then,  have  saints  to  strive  with  sins  and  suffer- 
ings, before  they  shall  rise  above  them  both.  A 
consummation  this  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  t 
"  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  Ms  saints.  They  are  called  his^  not  barely  be- 
cause his  hands  fashioned  their  bodies,  or  his  in- 
spiration gave  the  immortal  principle,  or  his  a- 
gency  preserves  their  existence.  Still  more,  they 
are  his,  as  his  spirit  produced  the  light  of  convic- 
tion, his  gracious  inEuences  redeemed  them  fronr 
the  dominion  of  sin,  and  wrought  in  them  what- 
ever is  sanctified,  or  meet  for  heaven.  Saints  are 
his  by  the  special  propriety  God  has  in  them,  by 
being  the  author  of  all  that  is  good  within  their 
hearts,  by  having  a  right  to  all  the  s^ervices  of 
their  lives,  and  to  dispose  of  them  as  may  best 
subserve  the  allwise  plan  of  the  Deity,  whether 
it  be  by  prosperity  or  adversity,  by  sickness  or 
health,  by  life  or  death.  Saints  are  his  not  only 
by  appropriation,  but  also  by  divine  approbation 
of  the  sincerity  of  their  love,  of  the  purity  of 
their  affections,  and  of  the  ardor  of  their  zeal. 
They  are  his  by  adoption  into  his  family,  by  par- 
ticipation of  holy  love,  while  they  will  be  his  for» 
ever  in  heaven.  Not  one  joy  will  ever  reach  their 
hearts,  but  it  flowed  from  him.  Not  one  action 
of  theirs  will  give  them  satisfaction,  but  as  it 
meets  his  approbation^  Here,  the  work  of  grace 
is  all  his;  and^  there,  the  joys  of  the   blessed, 


both  in  the  procurement  and  bestowment,  will  be 
eminently  his.  As  they  shall  shine  in  glory,  all 
the  lustre  will  be  reflected  from  the  sun  of  right- 
eousness. As  they  shall  forever  share  the 
joys  at  God's  right  hand,  looking  round  with  ever- 
lasting cxtacy  on  a)l  the  glories  of  the  place,  they 
will  have  hearts  to  exclaim,  thine,  O  God !  are 
all  these  heavenly  wonders,  parent  of  good,  source 
of  true  joy  and  glory  ! 

'*  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  saints".     It  is  not  the  health,  or  the  sue- 
cess,  nor  the  reputation,  or  gratification    only  of 
his  saints,  which  are  chiefly  valuable  in  the  divine 
estimation.     On  the  contrary,  the  death  of  such 
is  precious  in  his  view.     The  fall  of  a  sparrow 
engages  his  compassionate  notice  ;  much   more 
will  the  dissolution  of  his  saints  share  his  kindest 
regards,  as  they  sink  to   mingle    with   the  dust. 
Never  will  christians  sufler  one  pain,  never  shed 
one  tear,  and  never  enrdure   one  aiiiiction,    more 
than  can  at  last  be  turned  to  some  good  account. 
In  eternity,  we  shall  not  look  back    with   regret 
on  the  distresses  we  may   have   felt.    We  shall 
never  there  think,  that  we  have  had  here  one  ca. 
lamity   too  much.     All  past  suflerings,  virtuous- 
ly sustained,  will  be  lost  in  the  greater  glory  about 
to  be  revealed  in  the  saints.     These  pains  will 
be  as  disagreable  dreams,  scarcely  remembered ; 
or  will  be  considered  as  a  beautiful  day,  when  its 
dreadful  storms  are  entirely  overblown  ;    or  the 
rewards  of  virtuous  perseverance  will  be  all  which 
shall  remain  to  the  godly  in  heaven. 

Yet  even  Saints  must  die.  Death  is  the  plan 
of  nature  ;  and  the  grand  destro3^er  of  our  race 
makes  no  discrimination  in  the  moral  quahties  of 
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fnen.  Altkough  gobdness  may  prolong  life,  and , 
vice  tend  to  shorten  it,  yet  neither  can  arrest  the 
process  of  final  dissolution.  The  body  may  fall 
a  victim  to  the  virulence  of  disease,  but  the  soul 
is  elevated  above  its  power.  The  mind  alone^ 
which  oughi  to  be  the  great  object  of  cultivation^ 
possesses  qualities  which  no  diseases  can  affect, 
and  which  these  narrow  boundarieis  of  human  life 
cannot  limit. 

Death  is  the  law  of  nature  ;  and  what  is  com- 
mon to  tlic  whole  can  hardly  be  supposed  a  defect 
in  a  system,  which  is  the  result  of  omniscient 
wisdom,  unlimited  power  and  boundless  goodness. 
This  world,  so  fall  of  errours,  ignorance  and  mis- 
ery, is  not  a  place  adapted  to  the  best  wishes,  nor 
worthy  of  being  the  residence,  of  the  people  of 
God.  Death  to  such  isnotanevil,  butaben^t, 
the  mean  of  departure  from  such  a  region  of 
wretchedness,  a  mere  passage  to  a  better  countryj 
a  method  to  get  rid  of  this  burden  of  mortality 
with  all  its  woes.  Saints  die  only  in  order  to 
live  forever.  In  a  state  of  probation,  a^  a  state 
of  banishment,  they  are  gladj  when  they  are  per- 
mitted to  return  honie  into  the  presence  and  king- 
dom of  God,  no  longer  to  wander  as  exiles,  no 
more  to  carry  along  these  poor  remains  of  life,  no 
longer  to  mourn,  and  no  more  to  exist  in  the 
midst  of  objects,  which  only  appear  in  order  to 
perishj  while  the  soul,  wearied  out  with  such 
a  scene,  asks  for  something  which  cannot  change 
and  cannot  cloy. 

If  the  mqst  Useful  and  the  best  of  men  must 
die,  it  is  some  consolation  to  know,  that  their 
death  \s precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  There 
is  as  much  design  and  kindness  in  their  exit  as  in 
their  entrance  on  life.     Eternity  is  their  home, 
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and  the  hour  which  conveys  them  there  is  hailed 
•with  hope  and  rapture. 

The  death  of  saints  is  precious  in  regard  to  the 
manner  of  it.  The  events  which  precede,  as  well 
as  the  circumstances  attending  it,  have  a  great 
and  affecting  variety,  full  of  admonition,  as  well 
as  calculated  to  produce  religious  sensibility. 
The  power  of  eonscience  and  the  strength  of  pie- 
ty are  so  inconsiderable  in  our  depraved  world, 
that  men  would  remain  inattentive  to  the  things 
of  their  everlasting  peace,  did  not  events  constant- 
ly occur  to  rouse  every  feeling  of  the  soul,  and 
to  turn  the  current  of  the  mind  up  to  heaven. 
Life  is  passed  and .  death  approaches  under  an 
endless  diversity  of  circumstances,  all  of  which 
can  hardly  fail  seriously  to  affect  some.  Wheth« 
er  ease  or  pain,  riches  or  want  prove  our  lot,  what 
shall  be  the  particular  disease  destined  to  carry  us 
cut  of  the  world,  whether  racking  agonies  shall 
torture,  or  whether  we  shall  sink  calmly  into  rest, 
quietly  as  falling  into  a  deep  sleep,  rest  in  the  de- 
cision of  a  power  more  than  human.  What  shall 
be  the  time  and  manner  of  our  death,  whether 
we  shall  linger  out  threescore  years  anji  ten,  or 
whether  death  shall  come  suddenly  upon  us^  with- 
out a  moment's  warning;  whether  the  disease  shall 
be  a  tardy  consumption,  or  ^n  instantaneous  dis- 
solution, depend  on  him,  who  has  the  issues  of 
life^  and  exercises  controui  over  the  king  of  tcr- 
rours.  Nor  have  we  knowledge  competent  to 
decide,  whether  we  shall  be  numbered  with  the 
children  of  God  in  blessedness,  or  be  exiles  from 
his  glorious  kingdom.  Death  is  a  serious  jour* 
ney,  because  it  leads  to  serious  events,  to  pre« 
pare  for  which  marks  the  highest  v/isdoBi  of  mani» 
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as  it  is  the  great  end  for  which  he  lives.  What- 
ever be  the  manner  of  the  death  of  Saints,  it  is 
precious  in  his  sight,  and  the  result  is  safe.  It  is 
their  great  aim  to  honour  God  and  reKgion  by 
their  dying  behaviour,  mingling  the  solemn  les- 
sons of  advice  to  others  with  the  views  and  hopes 
by  which  their  o>vn  souls  are  sustained,  in  the  im- 
pressive moments  of  departure  from  the  world. 

The  death  of  saints  is  precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  as  it  respects  even  the  6odt/.  The  hu* 
man  animal  s^^stem  is  in  itself  a  complicated  and 
wonderful  fabrick,  as  worthy  of  his  regard  as  of 
being  the  work  of  his  hand.  As  it  is  the  place 
cf  residence  for  the  souls  of  his  adopted  children, 
during  the  period  of  probation,  it  cannot  fail  to 
engage  the  divine  regard.  This  body  does  not 
crumble  into  dust  without  the  notice  of  that  all 
pitying  eye  which  sees  a  sparrow  fall.  In  the 
grave^it  will  leave  forever  every  material,  on  which 
disease  could  fasten,  or  from  which  pain,  fatigue 
and  uneasiness  could  arise*  God  has  shown  his 
regard  for  the  bodies  of  his  saints  in  burying  that 
of  MoseSf  in  translating  those  of  Enoch  and  Eli- 
jah, and  in  raising  many  others  to  life,  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  a  miraculous  power.  Nor  would  God 
permit  the  body  of  the  Saviour  to  be  holden  of 
death.  The  power  of  the  resurrection  restores  all 
the  saints  of  God  to  the  hopes  of  immortality,  in 
the  most  extensive  sense.  The  body  refined, 
more  than  the  crystal  from  its  ashes,  and  spiritu- 
alised like  that  of  Christ  as  seen  on  mount  Tabor, 
or  in  which  he  ascended  into  heaven,  shall  bt^ 
once  more;  united  to  the  sou!,  redeemed  and  pu. 
rified,  and  then  make  their  journey  in  eternity 
together. 
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The  death  of  saints  is  preciotis  ki  Ood's  Vie^v* 
in  regard  to  the  soul.  The  immortal  principle  h 
his  chief  care.  The  dying  hour  is  not  without 
its  high  supports  The  body  may  lanquish,  but 
the  soul  may  be  in  health.  Nature  may  decay^ 
but  grace  niay  be  vigorous*  Light  may  beam  oo 
that  darkest  season.  The  sight  of  the  Redeemer 
and  of  the  glory  of  heaven  was  opened  on  the 
eyes  of  Stephen,  when  he  fell,  covered  with  the 
fatal  weapons  of  persecution.  The  faith  of  chris- 
tians usually  grows  more  discerning,  and  their 
hopes  more  complete,  in  proportion  as  death 
makes  its  nearer  advances.  We  have  seen  them 
in  a  sort  of  holy  rapture,  when  they  departed^  as  if 
heaven  were  already  begun  in  them,  affording  a 
proof  that  their  death  was  precious  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord.  It  is  not  less  precious  on  accotint 
of  its  consequences.  To  christians,  death  is  not 
an  evil,  but  an  advantage  ;  not  a  loss,  but  a  gain* 
They  leave  their  friends  behind?  but  they  join 
the  glorified  in  heaven.  In  the  world,  they  Iteave 
the  benefit  of  their  pious  examples^  while  their 
advice  is  doing  goodj  and  spreading  Reformation 
among  others,  when  they  are  gone  to  receive 
their  everlasting  rewards. 

In  God's  viQw^  their  death  is  ^Iso  preciouso 
Deity  will  not  permit  his  children  to  continue  in 
this  world  of  sin  and  sorrow  one  moment  longer 
than  is  necessary  and  useful.  Their  work  done^, 
they  are  instantly  withdrawn  from  their  post.  De- 
ity delights  to  have  his  saints  who  are  so  many 
images  of  his  own  excellence  around  his  throne^^ 
witnessing  and  enjoying  his  uncreated  glory. 
Precious  then  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  saints. 


16 

This  subject  shews  the  safety  of  all  real  Chris- 
tians. As  they  resemble  God  in  goodness,  they 
are  found  to  resemble  him  also  in  happiness. 
When  they  do  his  will,  he  will  make  all  events, 
whether  desirable  or  distressing,  turn  to  some, 
gracious  account.  They  have  nothing  to  fear, 
when  they  aim  to  do  their  duty.  They  can  hardly 
go  wrong,  when  they  seek  virtue  as  their  guide. 
No  terrours  can  surprise  them,  since  they  are  se- 
cure beneath  the  divine  protection.  They  can 
meet  no  loss,  since  God  is  their  all  in  all. 

This  subject  conveys  to  sinners  nothing  but 
alarm.    Their  moral  state  is  the  very  contrast  of 
that  whidii  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 
A  whole    mispent  life,  with  a  heart  destitute  of 
sanctity,  full  of  sin,  and  full  of  guilt,  qannot  por- 
tend any  favorable  result.     Such  know  they  have 
no  treasures  beyond  time,  no  jeligious  hopes  to 
sustain,  and  no  prospect  brightening  in  futurity.^ 
Death,  instead  of  being  precious,  puts  an  end  to 
every  thing   but   the   misery  such  have  brought 
upon  themselves. 

This  subject  teaches  you  never  to  rest  satisfied 
widi  ally  thing,  short  of  being  real  saints.  This 
is  a  work  lying  between  God  and  every  man's 
own  soul.  We  cannot  penetrate  the  heart,  to  de- 
cide' wl^o  are  sanctified  ;  but  ''  the  Lord  know  elk 
them  that  \are  hisJ'y  As  light, '  however,  is  the 
only  evidence  of  its  own  existence,  so  also  the 
actual  possession  of  true  religion  only  can  afford 
a  satisfactory  proof  of  its  reality. 

This  subject  teaches  us  also  to  be  resigned 
at  the  death  of  pious  friends.  Their  death  is  pre- 
cious in  the  view  of  heaven.  We  are  selfish 
m  not  being  willing,  that   they  should  go^  to 
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enter  into  rest.  We  are  apt  to  conduct  as  if  we 
believed,  that  dying  was  the  Extinction  of  their 
being,  or  as  if  God  were  unkind  in  calling  them 
away  from  a  world  where  temptation  alhires,  guilt 
mars  every  pleasure,  and  sin  pollutes  the  soul. 
They  are  removed,  in  order  to  render  them  safe 
forever. 

Similar  reasoning  will  show  us,  why  God  per 
mits  those  who  are  precio^is  tohimto  go  through 
constant  scenes  of  trials  and  sufferings  in  life^  The 
severest  afHictions  often  fall  to  their  share.  Ex- 
emption from  trouble  can  be  no  measure  of  the 
divine  regard.  The  chastised  child  is  not  less 
beloved.  £)eity  has  no  where  made  worldly 
prosperity  the  only  rewards  of  his  saints.  The 
kingdom,  for  which  they  sigh  and  which  they 
tvish  to  share,  is  not  of  this  world*  Every  hope 
of  dependance  on  the  things  of  time  must  often  be 
cut  off,  before  men's  thoughts  will  be  turned  on 
God.  The  loss  of  less  important  mercies  will 
not  sufficiently  affect  the  hearts  of  men.  Our 
highest  hopes  must  perish  ;  our  richest  comforts 
must  fail  ;  and  our  dearest  friends  must  sink  be- 
fore our  eyes  in  death,  or  our  foolish  hearts  will 
still  cling  to  the  world  with  an  ardor  in  no  wise 
abated.  God  must,  therefore,  punish,  or  leave 
his  children  to  perish. 

When  death  has  been  makmg  his  r^v^ages  all 
around  us,  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected,  that 
the  members  of  this  institution  should  be  free 
from  mourning.  Death  has  indeed  come  near 
us,  and  we  are  convened,  to  gather  instruction 
from  God's  holy  providence,  to  sympathize  with 
the  afHicted,  and  to  pay  the  merited  tribute  of 
icspect.  Our  grief  is  tv/ofokl. 
3 
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In  the  bloom  of  youth,  on  the  threshold  of  pub^ 
lick  usefulness,  belovedj  lamented,  Pomeroy  is 
among  the  fallen.  Memory  runs  back  to  the 
days  of  other  years,  viewing  this  enlightened  and 
accomplished  youth  as  the  first  placed  under  my 
instruction,  in  the  infancy  of  this  College.  Fur- 
nished with  a  docile  disposition,  a  lively  imagin- 
ation, a  piercing  curiosity,  an  ardent  mind,  a  spirit 
of  investigation,  and  a  taste  for  general  literature^ 
his  career  of  improvement  was  equal  to  the  ex* 
tent  of  our  hopes.  Having  received,  a  second 
time,  the  publick  honours  of  his  alma  Mater,  he 
had  made  signal  proficiency  in  Medical  studies,  a 
profession  peculiarly  adapted  both  to  his  habits 
and  taste.  Probably,  never  did  a  young  man  of 
his  profession,  in  this  commonwealth, enjoy  means 
of  improvement  equal  to  his.  Neither  content 
with  signal  advantages  at  home,  nor  sparing  ex- 
pence  abroad,  he  liad  repaired  to  the  first  Medi- 
cal school,  in  the  first  city  of  the  United  States^ 
whence  he  had  just  returned,  when  he  fell  a  vic- 
tim to  the  power  of  disease.  How  frail  are  all 
human  hopes  !  Friendship  weeps,  since  his  vir« 
tues  had  commanded  universal  respect.  Science 
mourns,  because  one  of  her  lights  is  extinguished. 
The  pubiick  mourn,  because  they  have  lost  a 
youth  who  promised  to  be  first  ia  usefulness/ 
Dear  youth  !  thou  art  not  wholly  gone  ;  thy  ex- 
ample, thy  virtues  and  thy  accomplishments  shall 
yet  animate  many  to  excellence,  while^hy  mem- 
cry  shall  be  embalmed  in  affection's  tears  I 

But  we  have  another  source  of  grief.  Gil- 
be  r  t  is  no  more  on  earth.  His  seat  is  empty, 
and  we  look  around  for  him  in  vain.  His  manly 
deportment,  his  friendly  heart,  his  thirst  for  inteL 
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lectual  improvement,  and,  still  more,  his  social 
qualities  and  moral  worth,  excite  our  affection  and 
command  our  respect.  We  mourn,  dear  youth  ! 
thy  sudden  flight  ;  but  we  cease  not  to  cherish 
for  our  consolation  the  hope,  that  thy  enquiries  for 
religion,  in  thy  last  moments,  were  graciously  an. 
swered  by  the  bestowment  of  the  great  reality. 

With  the  sorrows  of  the  mourners  we  mingle 
our  condolence.  If  friendship  and  respect  for  the 
departed  could  give  consolation,  we  would  offer 
these,  and  bid  them  weep  no  more-  But  know- 
ing the  inefficacy  of  human  aid,  we  would  direct 
the  minds  of  the  afRicted  to  higher  sources  of 
comfort.  Religious  resignation,  with  the  pier- 
cing eye  of  faith,  perceives  unerring  omniscience 
directing  every  event  of  time,  bringing  good 
out  of  all  adversities,  chastening  men  with  kind 
designs  of  mercy,  and  about  to  reward  in  eternity 
a  wise  use  made  of  trials  in  time.  In  religious 
considerations  like  these,  the  soul,  bleeding  with 
the  wounds  of  natural  affection  J  can  only  find  re- 
pose. 

We  indulge  the  hope,  that  this  affecting  provi- 
dence of  the  Alnaighty  will  not  be  in  vain  lo  the 
CLASSMATES  of  the  deceased.  At  the  close  of 
the  last  term,  when  you  parted  with  this  young 
man,  no  one  of  your  number  v/ent  away  Vv  ith  a 
firmer  step,  no  one  with  a  more  ruddy  countenance 
and  no  one  gave  greater  promise  of  many  years 
to  comei  How  treacherous  are  all  worldly  pros- 
pects !  As  he  was  a  pleasant  companion  when  a- 
live,  so  let  him  be  a  useful  monitor,  Vv'hen  dead. 
Let  each  one  ask  himscifj  if  I  were  laid  in  his 
place,  what  now  would  be  my  condition  beyond 
tlie  grave  !  If  one  of  you  be  brought  to  think  re^- 
ligiously,  your  friend  w^ill  not  have  died  in  vain. 
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Young  Gentlemen,  members  of  the  Phi-Sig* 
MA-Nu  Society  !  Two  of  your  numbers,  in 
quick  succession,  have  fallen  around  you.  You 
are  made  to  perceive,  that  all  human  associations 
will  soon  be  at  an  end,  while  it  becomes  you  to 
rise  in  your  views  to  form  connections  in  heaven, 
which  can  never  be  dissolved,  which  it  will  be  th^ 
work  pf  eternity  to  cement.  Happy  will  it  be  for 
you,  if  your  society  tend  to  improve  the  intellect- 
ual  powers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  cultivate  the 
graces  of  the  heart,  forming  it  for  virtue  and  for 
heaven. 

My  young  friends,  members  of  this  Uni« 
versity  !  you  have  at  once  great  cause  for  tears, 
and  a  subject  of  religious  instruction  before  your 
minds.      If  the  sudden  removal  of  these   two 
youths,  if  the  tremendous  liavock  of  death  all  a- 
round  you,  clothing  almost  our  whole  country  in 
the  garb  of  sorrow,  if  all  these  things  do  not  reli- 
giously affect  every  mind,  wc  fear  no  ordinary 
means  will  prove  successful.     God's  spiiit  will 
not  always  strive  with  man,  nor  the  means  of  rich 
grace  always  be  offered,  in  order  only  to  be  des- 
pised.    You  will,  one  day,  find  it  of  infinitely 
greater  consequence  to  provide  for  the  salvation 
of  your  souls  in  the  eternal  age,  than  to  qualify 
yourselves  to  appear  on  the  theatre  of  the  world, 
by  whom  merit  is  seldom  discerned,  and  less  fre^ 
quently  rewarded.    Earth  does  not  afford  a  more 
pleasing  sight  thao  a  youth  kneeling  devoutly  be- 
fore the  God  who  made  him,  striving  to  comieet 
himself  more  intimately  with  the  best  of  beings, 
pkadiog  bis  favor,  asking  his  guidaace?  seeking 
bis  protection,  and  being  enraptured  with  his  in^ 
finite  excellence.     Early  piety,  as  first  fruits^  is 
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peculiarly  acceptable  in  the  view  of  heaven,  while 
It  bestows  comforts  on  the  possessor,  resembling 
the  happiness  of  that  better  world,  for  which  it  is 
ripening.  Go  then  to  the  school  of  Christ,  who 
speaks  as  never  man  did.  Learn  of  him,  who  is 
the  Lord  your  righteousness,  the  only  hope  of 
glory^  whose  doctrines  infinitely  surpass  all  the 
feeble  glimmerings  of  the  collected  wisdom  of 
men.  His  religion,  like  the  head  of  mount  Atlas 
elevated  above  the  storms  of  angry  skies,  will  raise 
your  souls  above  the  little  troubles  of  the  world, 
and, pointing  your  eyes  to  heaven,  will  pour  a  flood 
of  clear,  unclouded  day  around  your  heads,  leaving 
the  threatening  tempests  ol  time  far  beneath  your 
feet,.,AMENo 
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NOTES. 
I. 

DocT.  Cassius  F.  Pomeroy,  was  borris  17th 
September,  1789,  in  Cambridge,  Vermont,  He 
was  admitted,  15th  January,  1802,  a  member  of 
the  University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  X806j 
and  that  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1809.  He  was  the 
first  pupil  who  commenced  a  course  of  prepara- 
tion for  admission  into  this  College  ;  and  the  se- 
cond of  the  three  graduates  who  have  died.  Soon 
after  he  took  his  first  degree,  he  commenced  the 
study  of  Chirurgery  and  Physick  under  the  tui- 
tion, and  attended  several  courses  of  the  Medical 
Lectures,  of  his  father,  John  Pomeroy,  D.  M- 
Professor  of  these  branches  of  science  in  the  Col- 
lege. Desirous  of  enjoying  all  the  advantages 
which  could  render  his  professional  education 
complete,  he  had  spent  the  autumn  and  winter 
preceding  his  death  in  the  Medical  College  at 
Philadelphia.  He  had  only  time  to  return  home, 
excite  new  hopes,  and  expire.  He  was  made  a 
metnber  of  the  Third  Medioal  Society  in  Ver- 
mont, had  been  elected  their  Secretary,  and  was 
chosen  one  of  their  corresponding  committee. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Fhi-Sigma-Nu  Society,  a  respectable  Literary  as^ 
sociation  connected  v/ith  the  College,  at  the  spe^ 
cial  request  of  the  members  of  which  the  prece- 
ding discourse  v/as  delivered.  He  died  22d 
March,  1813,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age,  after  a 
few  day«  illness,  of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  Peri. 
pneumonia  notha.  He  was  a  young  man  of  a 
good  genhis,  a  benevolent  mind  and  correct  con- 
duct*    He  had  enjoyed  2II  the  means  of  a   jxiost 
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finished  educatidn,  which  means  had  been  iniiis- 
trieusly  improved,  rendering  him  a  youth  of  great 
pl-omise  to  his  friends,  to  his  profesision  and  to  the 
world. 

2. 

Mr.EsENEZER  Gilbert  was  born  in  WiU 
niington,  Vermont,  3d  November,  1789  ;  but  his 
parents  afterwards  removed  to  Enosburgh.  On 
the  1st  August,  18 11,  he  became  a  member  of 
this  University.  He  had  nearly  completed  the 
winter  quarter  in  a  school  at  S  wanton,  when  being 
seized  with  the  epidemic,  he  died  on  the  25th  of 
January,  1813,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age,  calm- 
ly resigned  to  the  divine  will,  and  sustained  by 
religious  hopes.  He  also  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi-Sigma-Nu  Society.  Chiefly  supported  by 
his  own  indtistry,  he  was  struggling  to  obtain  the 
advantages  of  a  liberal  and  collegiate  education^ 
with  the  fairest  prospects  of  success.  He  was  a 
youth  of  respectable  talents,  of  an  amiable  teroper 
and  correct  deportment^  respected  in  life  and  la- 
mented  in  death. 

3. 

Afflicted  by  the  holy  providence  of  God,  the 
inimcdiateauthority  of  College  resolved,  that  the 
29th  of  April  following  should  be  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  religious  and  Academic  notices  of  the 
bereavements  this  institution  had  sustained  in  the 
early  death  of  these  two  young  men.  The  fol- 
lowing  was  the  order  of  the  exercises, 

1.  Saered  Musick. 

2.  Prayer  by  Rev.  President  Sanders,,  D»  D» 

3.  Sacred  Musick. 

4.  The  Discourse. 

5.  Prayer. 

6.  Sacred  Musick 
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7.  Latin  Oration  by  Timothy  Phelps,  member 
of  the  Sophomore  Class. 

8.  English  Oration  by  Willbur  Fisk,  member 
of  the  Sophomore  Class. 

The  Members  of  the  several  literary  societies^ 
to  which  the  deceased  belonged,  together  with  the 
Sophomore  Class,  appeared  in  mourning  on  this 
melancholy  occasion^  adding  proofs  of  affcctioa 
to  those  of  respect*. 
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